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Heirs Win Damages Over Grave Removals

By Harriet Gee
sl, Bulletin Writer tress they suffered in the
Kawaiahao Church must disinterment of their rela-

pay four heirs $10,000 in tives’ remains from Kamo- '

damages for the mental dis- iliili Cemetery in Moiliili.

Circuit Judge Allen R.
Hawkins said each heir was
entitled to $500 in special
damages for pain and suffer-
ing, and $2,000 in punitive
damages.

Three other defendants in

the case -— Rainbow Piaza

! Development 1Inc., Thomas

K. H.

Wong, and Richard

——j ers failed
to U
resen

Uyehara — were held liable ! They said Bingham told
for nominal damages of $1 !them that if they would not {Tesented by atlorney Alexan-

each.

THE HEIRS are Mrs. Edith
Kidder, Mrs. Hannah Kam,

 Mrs. Rebecca Kalama and

Mrs. Emily Moriyama.
There were 11 heirs bring-

Ang suit originally, but two of
m have died and the oth-

. They were all rep-
by attorney Rich-
ard lxv“'3

Kawamh@ owner of the
120-year-old"gemetery, had
the remainsefisinterred in

| 1968 and then lﬁned at the

church so tha d could
be leased to Ral w Plaza.

The development company
then built the 37-story Con-
fessa condominium apart-

! ment on the land.

WONG AND UYEHARA
were responsible for the dis-
interment and reburial.

Judge Hawkins ruled the
company, Wong and Uye-?
hara were not negligent hut
| liable for going on land
| which was a dedicaled cem-

l etery.

The four heirs remaining

! in the case claimed they suf-

fered mental and physical

. distress because of the man-
'ner in which Albert Bing-

. ham, hired by l\awalahao
handled the prolect

to appear in court .|

'sign consents to remove the
{remains,

the church would
dig them up anyway and
move them. All of them did |
not give their approval.

THE HEIRS also said the |
very fact of removing the re- °
mains to another location
brought on mental suffering
and in some cases physical
distress.

Judge Hawkins found cer-
tain heirs
turbed by the fact that the

‘remains were to be interred

in a common concrete vault,
and refused to go1o Kawaia-
hao Church to see for them-
selves what had happened to
the remains of their rela-
tives."”

Hawkins further found that
“under the principles of com-
mon law, when an area of
land is once dedicated as a
cemetery, it is perpetually
devnted” to that 1at purpose.

“rom the Straub Clinic, by

plots in lhg cemetery.
‘“‘were greatly dis- '

Kawalahao Church was rep-

ider Marrack; Rainbow Pla-
:za by Wallace F ujiyama and
"Wilfred Watanabe, and
. Wong and Uyehara by David
’Falrbanks
{ Hawkins' decision may af-
‘fect the City's plan to widen
_South King Street, across

‘disinterring and removing a
certain number of hurial

|

v e



