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THE MAHELE ‘AINA (LAND DIVISION) 1848

One of the most important sources of documentation pertaining to native Hawaiian residency and
land use practices—identifying specific residents, types of land use, crops cultivated, and features on
the landscape—is found in the records of the Mahele ‘Aina (Land Division) which the King entered
into with the chiefs and people in 1848. The “Land Division” gave native tenants an opportunity to
acquire fee-simple interest on land which they lived and actively cultivated.

In pre-western contact Hawai'i, all land and natural resources were held in trust by the high chiefs
(ali'i ‘ai ahupua‘a or alii ‘ai moku). The use of lands and resources were given to the hoa‘aina (native
tenants), at the prerogative of the alii and their representatives or land agents (konohiki), who were
generally lesser chiefs as well. In 1848, the Hawaiian system of land tenure was radically altered by
the Mahele ‘Aina. This change in land tenure was promoted by the missionaries and the growing
Western population and business interests in the island kingdom. Generally these individuals were
hesitant to enter business deals on lease-hold land.

The Méhele (division) defined the land interests of Kamehameha Il (the King), the high-ranking
chiefs, and the konohiki. As a result of the Mahele, all land in the Kingdom of Hawai‘i came to be
placed in one of three categories: (1) Crown Lands (for the occupant of the throne); (2) Government
Lands; and (3) Konohiki Lands. The “Enabling” or “Kuleana Act” (December 21,1849) laid out the
frame work by which native tenants could apply for, and be granted fee-simple interest in “Kuleana”
lands, and their rights of access and to collection of resources necessary to their life upon the land in
their given ahupua‘a. The Act reads:

August 6, 1850
An Act confirming certain resolutions of the King and Privy Council passed on
the 21 day of December 1849, granting to the common people allodial titles
for their own lands and house lots, and certain other privileges.

Be it enacted by the Nobles and Representatives of the People of the Hawaiian
Islands in Legislative Council assembled,;

That the following sections which were passed by the King in Privy Council on
the 21% day of December A.D. 1849 when the Legislature was not in session,
be, and are hereby confirmed, and that certain other provisions be inserted, as
follows:

Section 1. Resolved. That fee simple titles, free of commutation, be and are
hereby granted to all native tenants, who occupy and improve any portion of
any Government land, for the land they so occupy and improve, and whose
claims to said lands shall be recognized as genuine by the Land Commission;
Provided, however, that the Resolution shall not extend to Konohikis or other
persons having the care of Government lands or to the house lots and other
lands, in which the Government have an interest, in the Districts of Honolulu,
Lahaina and Hilo.

Section 2. By and with the consent of the King and Chiefs in Privy Council
assembled, it is hereby resolved, that fee simple titles free of commutation, be
and are hereby granted to all native tenants who occupy and improve any
lands other than those mentioned in the preceding Resolution, held by the King
or any chief or Konohiki for the land they so occupy and improve.
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Provided however, this Resolution shall not extend to house lots or other lands
situated in the Districts of Honolulu, Lahaina and Hilo.

Section 3. Resolved that the Board of Commissioners to quiet Land titles be,
and is hereby empowered to award fee simple titles in accordance with the
foregoing Resolutions; to define and separate the portions belonging to
different individuals; and to provide for an equitable exchange of such different
portions where it can be done, so that each man’s land may be by itself.

Section 4. Resolved that a certain portion of the Government lands in each
Island shall be set apart, and placed in the hands of special agents to be
disposed of in lots of from one to fifty acres in fee simple to such natives as
may not be otherwise furnished with sufficient lands at a minimum price of fifty

cents per acre.

Section 5. In granting to the People, their House lots in fee simple, such as are
separate and distinct from their cultivated lands, the amount of land in each of
said House lots shall not exceed one quarter of an acre.

Section 6. In _granting to the people their cultivated grounds, or Kalo lands,
they shall only be entitled to what they have really cultivated, and which lie in
the form of cultivated lands; and not such as the people may have cultivated in
different spots, with the seeming intention of enlarging their lots; nor shall they
be entitled to the waste lands.

Section 7. When the Landlords have taken allodial titles to their lands the
people on each of their lands shall not be deprived of the right to take firewood,
aho cord, thatch, or ti leaf from the land on which they live, for their own private
use, should they need them, but they shall not have a right to take such articles
to sell for profit. They shall also inform the Landlord or his agent, and proceed
with his consent. The people shall also have a right to drinking water, and
running water, and the right of way. The springs of water, and running water,
and roads shall be free to all should they need them, on all lands granted in fee
simple. Provided, that this shall not be applicable to wells and water courses
which individuals have made for their own use.

Done and passed at the Council House, Honolulu this 6™ day of August 1850.
[copied from original hand written “Enabling Act”' — DLNR 2-4]

The lands awarded to the hoa‘dina (native tenants) became known as “Kuleana Lands.” All of the
claims and awards (the Land Commission Awards or LCA) were numbered, and the LCA numbers
remain in use today to identify the original owners of lands in Hawai'i.

The work of the Land Commission was brought to a close on March 31, 1855. The program, directed
by principles adopted on August 20, 1846, met with mixed results. In its’ statement to the King, the
Commissioners to Quiet Land Titles (George M. Robertson, March 31, 1855) summarized events that
had transpired during the life of the Commission:

...The first award made by the Commission was that of John Voss on the 31% March
1847.

See also Kanawai Hoopai Karaima no ko Hawaii Pae Aina (Penal Code) 1850.
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The time originally granted to the Board for the hearing and settlement of all the land
claims in the kingdom was two years, ending the fourteenth day of February, 1848.

Before the expiration of that term it became evident that a longer time would be
required to perform a work... Accordingly, the Legislature on the 26" day of August 1847,
passed an Act to extend the duration of the Board to the 14" of February, 1849, adding
one year to the term first prescribed, not however, for the purpose of admitting fresh
claims, but for the purposes of hearing, adjudicating and surveying those claims that
should be presented by the 14" February, 1848. It became apparent to the Legislature of
1848 that the labors of the Land Commission had never been fully understood, nor the
magnitude of the work assigned to them properly appreciated, and that it was necessary
again to extend the duration of the Board. An act was accordingly passed, wisely
extending the powers of the Commissioners “for such a period of time from the 14" day
of February 1849, as shall be necessary for the full and faithful examination, settlement
and award upon all such claims as may have been presented to said Board.” ...[T]he
Board appointed a number of Sub-Commissioners in various parts of the kingdom, chiefly
gentlemen connected with the American Mission, who from their intelligence, knowledge
of the Hawaiian language, and well-known desire to forward any work which they
believed to be for the good of the people, were better calculated than any other class of
men on the islands to be useful auxiliaries to the Board at Honolulu...

...During the ten months that elapsed between the constitution of the Board and the
end of the year 1846, only 371 claims were received at the office; during the year 1847
only 2,460, while 8,478 came in after the first day of January 1848. To these are to be
added 2,100 claims, bearing supplementary numbers, chiefly consisting of claims which
had been forwarded to the Board, but lost or destroyed on the way. In the year 1851, 105
new claims were admitted, for Kuleanas in the Fort Lands of Honolulu, by order of the
Legislature. The total number of claims therefore, amounts to 13,514, of which 209
belonged to foreigners and their descendants. The original papers, as they were received
at the office, were numbered and copied into the Registers of the Commission, which
highly necessary part of the work entailed no small amount of labor...

...The whole number of Awards perfected by the Board up to its dissolution is 9,337,
leaving an apparent balance of claims not awarded of say 4,200. Of these, at least 1,500
may be ranked as duplicates, and of the remaining 2,700 perhaps 1,500 have been
rejected as bad, while of the balance some have not been prosecuted by the parties
interested; many have been relinquished and given up to the Konohikis, even after
surveys were procured by the Board, and hundreds of claimants have died, leaving no
legal representatives. It is probable also that on account of the dilatoriness of some
claimants in prosecuting their rights before the Commission, there are even now, after
the great length of time which has been afforded, some perfectly good claims on the
Registers of the Board, the owners of which have never taken the trouble to prove them.
If there are any such, they deserve no commiseration, for every pains has been taken by
the Commissioners and their agents, by means of oft repeated public notices and
renewed visits to the different districts of the Islands, to afford all and every of the
claimants an opportunity of securing their rights... [Minister of Interior Report, 1856:10-
17]
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Selected Helu Kuleana (Land Commission Awards)
from Waimanalo, O‘ahu

Helu 5855 (234 |) — Kapaahonua
Native Register 5:160
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Helu 234 | — Paahonua (Claim dropped)
Foreign Testimony 11:167
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Helu 234 | — Pahonua
Foreign Testimony 11:235
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Helu 234 | — Pahonua
Mahele Award Book 2:1129
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Helu 234 | — Pahonua
Royal Patent 539 — 2:641-642

Ll FFh
TRLATRLD SN BB,

) A KE ALIL,MAMULIOKA OLELO A KA POE HOONA KULEANA. BN

i No ka mea, ma hool  na una Hoooa i na kumu kuleana aina i ka olelo,

.- - he kulesna oisio ko gt R
NP N T - . Y1
ma ke Ano Alodio iloke o kehi i oleloia maklo.
Nolsila, ms keia Pul-pata sila nui, ke hvike aku nei 0 Kumehameha [11., ke alii nui a ke Akua i kona
Jokomaikai i hoonoho ai mialuna o ka Hawsii Pae Aina, i na kanaka a pauv, i keia la nooa ilic, a no kooa
, mau hope alii ua hsawi lhf:u ma ke Ano Alodiois . T e
' ikelawabiapruloama “rova v covv o r A -p,_‘,,,_,,',,,“}, L
ma ks mokupuni o e peaei na mokuna, v
! s Y ,l . ) ] : . - /,' i
. y BV L F TN /_ sy I e R R A AR 2T A R R
_ . - yi A
; : e /f ,/;'.'.'f . ..;‘zpr PRI TR F P 2 L Ta "'/'r. .-'/,.,,
! . . . .o . . .. ‘. 2 s
i y 2 Py A W DU . SR B & I PR/
;
e , . .ot s,
Lidsim i Heh m s s HNE L S,

P : J L

—/;"‘—I'/" 1:41(-1, 1'4‘0 ./‘/ﬁ/l__._.e,%;x RN /'7 v Vd e e sy ‘. ‘0‘;»~a
! na t . ‘ y //4);/< Fe LA e Fara 4/7'A e
r-/ﬁgf( 1! P w'74v .. prs rlnf- ﬁ /(‘q ._/ —/6/ oy ‘(ﬁ "-5)

/7/5':44. /f/‘ JI’,',(:-‘I_GU./,’ St /fﬂ ,\/;”‘ :1/4‘/-,.’./“.< St daon
’

. o . .. o P . o .
. id r/é.. I's A.«_ I U A7 SN ? AU SO S g s PR \
L R s ! ] .
PETE . P Y S P Ve At oaa T Ay F AT Ao .
. - T ", - R b Ve -
P S vl At &»,'4'1... .t wor e 4l P20 BURR 2o 4’ B Gt LV
,

' :’Jh’-’l;"i*'/;' é&"’f‘-‘\ 7”’/2”&“1. //’7 "’;‘"""1/ dﬂﬂ"’-

203 Hevi i T Sie GRS SA, A0S Frad, &1
) - _ . ' Loy '

-4—7{441_“ AJ’ _/‘!)-, .,/; /.'._7 il S «u,/, e 4.,'_’4[-1 4 . 7 /11' i

'
,
P A RN/ (M_,l

;
Py . . . < S
._,//z.,ft gy . //-’/LA-‘M v g € ;{.q . T

RV

Selected Helu Kuleana from Waimanalo, O‘ahu Kumu Pono Associates
(Mauka Lands — Waikupunaha Section) 8 OaWai84-092003



Helu 234 | — Pahonua
Royal Patent 539 — 2:641-642
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Helu 234 T— Wahinemaikai (deceased)
Foreign Testimony 11:155-156
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Helu 234 T — Wahinemaikai
Foreign Testimony 11:223
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Helu 234 T — Wahinemaikai
Mahele Award Book 2:1149
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Helu 234 T — Wahinemaikai
Royal Patent 953 — 4:565-566
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Helu 234 T — Wahinemaikai
Royal Patent 953 — 4:565-566 (continued)
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Native Register 3:577
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Helu 235 B (2637) — Kaalehu
Foreign Testimony 11:171 (page illegible)
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Helu 235 B (2637) — Kaalehu
Mahele Award Book 2:1171

' } mea, ua loaa ia ia keia wahi Zua /4;/« Gaw Fakha s

a ua noho keakea ole ia a hiki i keia manawa.
Qia_ka makou e hooko nei no 2 //.:rzé/zfa

| ’ malale-o-ke ano Alodio.

Ind-

N
\

No ka rumi a me ke pai ana i ka olelo ma ka Nupepa, .

[ - No ke kope ana i ka olelo koina aono, . .
k . r;f_/;gf/‘ ,%,f/‘: No ka palapaia ki,
_ . No ka hana ana i ka la ,
) /‘% M%ﬁ‘ No ke lwpe ana i na olelo a na hoike, EE : .
) No ka ana ana i ke la 5::/,24{ /85 s

No ke kope ana, .. . . .
No La Aaoholo anin i ka rleln, =2 Z’/@ma/ /ff? .

CZKWJ !
CQ./ %’f’x{t{m/ﬂé}m/

3 Eia ma palena,

O ///1(11»(!,4 (Y%Au

/ / v, Aéﬂ/éﬁﬂ/ﬂé/ //JIA /wwéx %Mmﬂd/ % 5
ﬂ ¢, 4 Z:ZAJJ;% !Ea /fi}:n: ﬂf ./,;] tém/

nia ffa (l(l a ¢

ra {‘//,.., ae 20 .1 v o it S rm./, 4{4/ /z//tz/ seas
./ t«/’a/ %ft{/—/éf,ﬂ/a% //?‘m/ //ﬂ/{{l s //m . a/// j

‘¢ #r vzx(géa, ¢4

//a é’é( /L’a
' Z a2 EF

a///d /ﬂ f/k/[rm,

@as v ,/f’m./ﬂa/ﬂ(/' /.24

w
2
Cos
LB 4
— .
p“/ﬂ»uu- ' ﬁ“/‘w‘%‘v

Pone nae ia ia ke uku no ka hookolokolo a me ka hooholo ana i ka olelo.

é&//mc /'.'aa/_a_ 14 /é(x; A%// ,é%um ;ua/
1e. /m/éu, a wu L7 z!ﬂ/mn; ~ ﬁr//« < Ai %
by Tl o H gz iy
/‘ ./J./ /t' éz«/z/ /ﬂ ¢ /t/l l/l/lrtb /;//7///

? Sk ‘ ) : , _ 2y
) ) . Helu 2358 o Faaltn /
y Ua koi mai oia no kona wahi ma s adh, s f:/m {ﬁ/ //,vy« v ﬁ % no ka

he kuleana hoi kona

Penei,

| ken.

T

N

f

‘ | N

/ A /«/:ﬂ/éu m/rm it 4//azww ;
:ﬁ)(t /‘/(z«/éu !
ey e

zu{ Z

2, O~ ’ oo

Selected Helu Kuleana from Waimanalo, O‘ahu

(Mauka Lands — Waikupunaha Section) 17

Kumu Pono Associates
OalWai84-092003




Helu 235 B (2637) — Kaalehu
Royal Patent 962 — 4:583-584

NELU 7z
Thhh®hbsh 20%:h W,

A KE ALIIL, MAMULI O KA OLELO A KA POE HOONA KULEANA.

No ka mn, ua Lioghole na Luna Hoona i na kumu kuleanl/mnn i Ka vielo, he kulewna o bo i
2 [df({/t« — , ltr e Hetve 25, J/ S
ma ke Ano Alodia iloko o kabi i olcloia malalo. !

Nolails, ma keia Palapala Sila Nui, ke hoike aku nei o Kamchameha 1L, ke ahi nui a ke Akva i kona
lokornaikai i hoonsoho ai maluna o ko 1tawaii Pae Aina, i na kaoaka a pay, i keia lu gona iho, a ne kona mau

hepn alii ua haewi aku oia na ke Auo Alodig in 4 leHer —
i hela wahi a pau loa ma //df/ﬂa wate WId a4 Gotie
, ma ka mokupuni o ERter penei na mokuna, )

a - [
1

L]ﬁ siee Le _.fﬂfmﬁ,-rl/f wea L@t rnaa . O lermale we fe

-

i r
»/r_(/(( //f;(lﬂ /'/(0(1/‘& ¢ h‘d /(1 /‘(_/({‘ .-’7/(1/(2, L0 /@4 Ve /[( J/d/(;//n"/{({
2eua, inn {@igun, & & fete dea Blaw 7050 e Sl faer. o fa

- - k4 -
aeea ¢ Yautcache a0 ine ‘Rbateea @ ke ¢ fr feke Blaw wnaeka

N 2 . ’ ar * ’ ) 3
0 Ltia. fr Mewe Froa qaeke £ he b jlanale, wiels jra fe

. '
4!/1264 ﬂfllt kﬁ'.%f. 212 koel 2 7K //’".?lwr 1.90 fawdd. 2 sefie

/

v e Jated f/fmc inafiae e feew, (00acla Hevect /’46'// ”/f

a /ufll ¢ Latiac ac. #loess m dred 1A //ﬂéﬂ(mr ’..’4,./”1/
/ 1
4 Z'l/( ' /(n.’n N ,?/',.w.e/nc, !

Selected Helu Kuleana from Waimanalo, O‘ahu

Kumu Pono Associates
(Mauka Lands — Waikupunaha Section) 18

0OaWai84-092003



Helu 235 B (2637) — Kaalehu
Royal Patent 962 — 4:583-584 (continued)
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Helu 235 C — Kaanaana (Claim dropped)
Foreign Testimony 11:146-147
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Helu 235 C — Kaanaana (Claim dropped)
Foreign Testimony 11:214
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Helu 235 C — Kaanaana
Mahele Award Book 2:1173
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Helu 235 C — Kaanaana
Royal Patent 952 — 4:563-564
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Helu 235 C — Kaanaana
Royal Patent 952 — 4:563-564 (continued)
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Helu 235 D — Kuabhili
Foreign Testimony 11:145
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Helu 235 D — Kuabhili
Foreign Testimony 11:212
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Helu 235 D — Kuahili
Mahele Award Book 2:1175
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Helu 235 D — Kuahili
Royal Patent 966 — 4:591-592

HELU @’/
THLATRLR %R Wwy,

AKE ALIL MAMULI O KA OLELO AKA POEHOONA KULEANA.

No kamea, ua looholo na Luna Hoona i na kumu kuleana aina i ka ulelo, hie kulcana viao ho
Llnwpdte
ma ke Ano “1lodio iloko o kabi i olelain malalo.

Nolaila, ma kein Palapala Sila Nui, ke hoike aku nei o Kamehameba 111., ke ahi nui a ke Ahua i kona
lokamnaikai i hoonoho oi maluna o ko Hawaii Pae Aina, i na kanaka a pav, i keia la nona ilo, 3 nokona mau

L lteiraeenr Toiee Fea

- r

hopn alii ua haawi aku oia ina ke Ano Rlodio terdfeets oo /
ihela wabi a pau loa wa . 777/ fe So b0t we e
ma ka mokupuni o Gl iter

pener na mokuna,

J7Hre G e d@iotin 18l G Geiialka .va fo fieiee Treo 2 waalr
7 .

A terr e SR recne o 8 Hotr Prew W dee Jf Tl D

‘wet, e
wwar 75 oqukee g 2 ’,:#/f a4 wtle 01 Lol Frvia coalae » Ao olan
snEea 4 xl-i/f/#a'/,- s e ..;’r?#”.”mt, a Kele v s /x."(f‘ Ola. waalea
Ny /{,,,'«,' 2ta 104 v Je e Whou o ac bt o indnpun. Bive o
sna Goda Alae A3 IO Ah P il e, Wl b 40 Caen

Al .44'/:'-'.%".{' 5 anl G :'e‘rli’? o "‘f.ffr" #eon caled r leen,
thaun Tia $75 "/,/,-, 1,35 gl 2 Hef: & .f]f/f;tam(. Dinera Foo

. ’ . . P
Qe 1@ _,f;gé;ﬂgt 14000l a geke ¢ Thire o emro Lae,

Selected Helu Kuleana from Waimanalo, O‘ahu Kumu Pono Associates
(Mauka Lands — Waikupunaha Section)

28 0OaWai84-092003




Helu 235 D — Kuahili
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Royal Patent 960 — 4:579-580
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Royal Patent 1596 — 5:771-772 & 5417 — 21:479
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Royal Patent 5417 — 21:479-480 (continued)
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Native Register 4:526-527
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Helu 10216 — Mahu
Foreign Testimony 11:222
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Royal Patent 955 — 4:569-570
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Helu 10216 — Mahu
Royal Patent 955 — 4:569-570 (continued)
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