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THE MĀHELE ‘ĀINA (LAND DIVISION) 1848 

One of the most important sources of documentation pertaining to native Hawaiian residency and 
land use practices—identifying specific residents, types of land use, crops cultivated, and features on 
the landscape—is found in the records of the Māhele ‘Āina (Land Division) which the King entered 
into with the chiefs and people in 1848. The “Land Division” gave native tenants an opportunity to 
acquire fee-simple interest on land which they lived and actively cultivated. 
 
In pre-western contact Hawai‘i, all land and natural resources were held in trust by the high chiefs 
(ali‘i ‘ai ahupua‘a or ali‘i ‘ai moku). The use of lands and resources were given to the hoa‘āina (native 
tenants), at the prerogative of the ali‘i and their representatives or land agents (konohiki), who were 
generally lesser chiefs as well. In 1848, the Hawaiian system of land tenure was radically altered by 
the Māhele ‘Āina. This change in land tenure was promoted by the missionaries and the growing 
Western population and business interests in the island kingdom. Generally these individuals were 
hesitant to enter business deals on lease-hold land. 
 
The Māhele (division) defined the land interests of Kamehameha III (the King), the high-ranking 
chiefs, and the konohiki. As a result of the Māhele, all land in the Kingdom of Hawai‘i came to be 
placed in one of three categories: (1) Crown Lands (for the occupant of the throne); (2) Government 
Lands; and (3) Konohiki Lands. The “Enabling” or “Kuleana Act” (December 21,1849) laid out the 
frame work by which native tenants could apply for, and be granted fee-simple interest in “Kuleana” 
lands, and their rights of access and to collection of resources necessary to their life upon the land in 
their given ahupua‘a. The Act reads: 
 

August 6, 1850 
 An Act confirming certain resolutions of the King and Privy Council passed on 

the 21st day of December 1849, granting to the common people allodial titles 
for their own lands and house lots, and certain other privileges. 

 
 Be it enacted by the Nobles and Representatives of the People of the Hawaiian 

Islands in Legislative Council assembled; 
 
 That the following sections which were passed by the King in Privy Council on 

the 21st day of December A.D. 1849 when the Legislature was not in session, 
be, and are hereby confirmed, and that certain other provisions be inserted, as 
follows: 

 
 Section 1. Resolved. That fee simple titles, free of commutation, be and are 

hereby granted to all native tenants, who occupy and improve any portion of 
any Government land, for the land they so occupy and improve, and whose 
claims to said lands shall be recognized as genuine by the Land Commission; 
Provided, however, that the Resolution shall not extend to Konohikis or other 
persons having the care of Government lands or to the house lots and other 
lands, in which the Government have an interest, in the Districts of Honolulu, 
Lahaina and Hilo. 

 
 Section 2. By and with the consent of the King and Chiefs in Privy Council 

assembled, it is hereby resolved, that fee simple titles free of commutation, be 
and are hereby granted to all native tenants who occupy and improve any  
lands other than those mentioned in the preceding Resolution, held by the King 
or any chief or Konohiki for the land they so occupy and improve.  
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 Provided however, this Resolution shall not extend to house lots or other lands 
situated in the Districts of Honolulu, Lahaina and Hilo. 

 
 Section 3. Resolved that the Board of Commissioners to quiet Land titles be, 

and is hereby empowered to award fee simple titles in accordance with the 
foregoing Resolutions; to define and separate the portions belonging to 
different individuals; and to provide for an equitable exchange of such different 
portions where it can be done, so that each man’s land may be by itself. 

 
 Section 4. Resolved that a certain portion of the Government lands in each 

Island shall be set apart, and placed in the hands of special agents to be 
disposed of in lots of from one to fifty acres in fee simple to such natives as 
may not be otherwise furnished with sufficient lands at a minimum price of fifty 
cents per acre. 

 
 Section 5. In granting to the People, their House lots in fee simple, such as are 

separate and distinct from their cultivated lands, the amount of land in each of 
said House lots shall not exceed one quarter of an acre. 

 
 Section 6. In granting to the people their cultivated grounds, or Kalo lands, 

they shall only be entitled to what they have really cultivated, and which lie in 
the form of cultivated lands; and not such as the people may have cultivated in 
different spots, with the seeming intention of enlarging their lots; nor shall they 
be entitled to the waste lands. 

 
 Section 7. When the Landlords have taken allodial titles to their lands the 

people on each of their lands shall not be deprived of the right to take firewood, 
aho cord, thatch, or ti leaf from the land on which they live, for their own private 
use, should they need them, but they shall not have a right to take such articles 
to sell for profit. They shall also inform the Landlord or his agent, and proceed 
with his consent. The people shall also have a right to drinking water, and 
running water, and the right of way. The springs of water, and running water, 
and roads shall be free to all should they need them, on all lands granted in fee 
simple. Provided, that this shall not be applicable to wells and water courses 
which individuals have made for their own use. 

 
 Done and passed at the Council House, Honolulu this 6th day of August 1850. 

[copied from original hand written “Enabling Act”1 – DLNR 2-4]  
 

The lands awarded to the hoa‘āina (native tenants) became known as “Kuleana Lands.” All of the 
claims and awards (the Land Commission Awards or LCA) were numbered, and the LCA numbers 
remain in use today to identify the original owners of lands in Hawai‘i.  
 
The work of the Land Commission was brought to a close on March 31, 1855. The program, directed 
by principles adopted on August 20, 1846, met with mixed results. In its’ statement to the King, the 
Commissioners to Quiet Land Titles (George M. Robertson, March 31, 1855) summarized events that 
had transpired during the life of the Commission:  
 

…The first award made by the Commission was that of John Voss on the 31st March 
1847. 

                                                 
1  See also Kanawai Hoopai Karaima no ko Hawaii Pae Aina (Penal Code) 1850. 
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The time originally granted to the Board for the hearing and settlement of all the land 
claims in the kingdom was two years, ending the fourteenth day of February, 1848. 
 
 Before the expiration of that term it became evident that a longer time would be 
required to perform a work… Accordingly, the Legislature on the 26th day of August 1847, 
passed an Act to extend the duration of the Board to the 14th of February, 1849, adding 
one year to the term first prescribed, not however, for the purpose of admitting fresh 
claims, but for the purposes of hearing, adjudicating and surveying those claims that 
should be presented by the 14th February, 1848. It became apparent to the Legislature of 
1848 that the labors of the Land Commission had never been fully understood, nor the 
magnitude of the work assigned to them properly appreciated, and that it was necessary 
again to extend the duration of the Board. An act was accordingly passed, wisely 
extending the powers of the Commissioners “for such a period of time from the 14th day 
of February 1849, as shall be necessary for the full and faithful examination, settlement 
and award upon all such claims as may have been presented to said Board.” …[T]he 
Board appointed a number of Sub-Commissioners in various parts of the kingdom, chiefly 
gentlemen connected with the American Mission, who from their intelligence, knowledge 
of the Hawaiian language, and well-known desire to forward any work which they 
believed to be for the good of the people, were better calculated than any other class of 
men on the islands to be useful auxiliaries to the Board at Honolulu…  
 
 …During the ten months that elapsed between the constitution of the Board and the 
end of the year 1846, only 371 claims were received at the office; during the year 1847 
only 2,460, while 8,478 came in after the first day of January 1848. To these are to be 
added 2,100 claims, bearing supplementary numbers, chiefly consisting of claims which 
had been forwarded to the Board, but lost or destroyed on the way. In the year 1851, 105 
new claims were admitted, for Kuleanas in the Fort Lands of Honolulu, by order of the 
Legislature. The total number of claims therefore, amounts to 13,514, of which 209 
belonged to foreigners and their descendants. The original papers, as they were received 
at the office, were numbered and copied into the Registers of the Commission, which 
highly necessary part of the work entailed no small amount of labor…  
 
 …The whole number of Awards perfected by the Board up to its dissolution is 9,337, 
leaving an apparent balance of claims not awarded of say 4,200. Of these, at least 1,500 
may be ranked as duplicates, and of the remaining 2,700 perhaps 1,500 have been 
rejected as bad, while of the balance some have not been prosecuted by the parties 
interested; many have been relinquished and given up to the Konohikis, even after 
surveys were procured by the Board, and hundreds of claimants have died, leaving no 
legal representatives. It is probable also that on account of the dilatoriness of some 
claimants in prosecuting their rights before the Commission, there are even now, after 
the great length of time which has been afforded, some perfectly good claims on the 
Registers of the Board, the owners of which have never taken the trouble to prove them. 
If there are any such, they deserve no commiseration, for every pains has been taken by 
the Commissioners and their  agents, by means of oft repeated public notices and 
renewed visits to the different districts of the Islands, to afford all and every of the 
claimants an opportunity of securing their rights… [Minister of Interior Report, 1856:10-
17] 
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Selected Helu Kuleana (Land Commission Awards) 
from Waimanalo, O‘ahu 
 

Helu 5855 (234 I) — Kapaahonua  
Native Register 5:160 
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Helu 234 I — Paahonua (Claim dropped)  
Foreign Testimony 11:167 
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Helu 234 I — Pahonua  
Foreign Testimony 11:235 
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Helu 234 I — Pahonua 
Mahele Award Book 2:1129 
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Helu 234 I — Pahonua 
Royal Patent 539 – 2:641-642 
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Helu 234 I — Pahonua 
Royal Patent 539 – 2:641-642 
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Helu 234 T — Wahinemaikai  (deceased) 
Foreign Testimony 11:155-156 
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Helu 234 T — Wahinemaikai 
Foreign Testimony 11:223 
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Helu 234 T — Wahinemaikai 
Mahele Award Book 2:1149 
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Helu 234 T — Wahinemaikai 
Royal Patent 953 – 4:565-566 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Selected Helu Kuleana from Waimānalo, O‘ahu  Kumu Pono Associates 
(Mauka Lands – Waikupunaha Section) 13  OaWai84-092003 



Helu 234 T — Wahinemaikai 
Royal Patent 953 – 4:565-566 (continued) 
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Helu 2637 (235 B) — Kaalehu 
Native Register 3:577 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helu 235 B (2637) — Kaalehu  
Foreign Testimony 11:106 
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Helu 235 B (2637) — Kaalehu  
Foreign Testimony 11:171 (page illegible) 
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Helu 235 B (2637) — Kaalehu  
Mahele Award Book 2:1171 
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Helu 235 B (2637) — Kaalehu  
Royal Patent 962 – 4:583-584 
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Helu 235 B (2637) — Kaalehu  
Royal Patent 962 – 4:583-584 (continued) 
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Helu 235 C — Kaanaana (Claim dropped) 
Foreign Testimony 11:146-147 
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Helu 235 C — Kaanaana (Claim dropped) 
Foreign Testimony 11:214 
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Helu 235 C — Kaanaana  
Mahele Award Book 2:1173 
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Helu 235 C — Kaanaana  
Royal Patent 952 – 4:563-564 
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Helu 235 C — Kaanaana  
Royal Patent 952 – 4:563-564 (continued) 
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Helu 235 D — Kuahili 
Foreign Testimony 11:145 
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Helu 235 D — Kuahili 
Foreign Testimony 11:212 
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Helu 235 D — Kuahili 
Mahele Award Book 2:1175 
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Helu 235 D — Kuahili 
Royal Patent 966 – 4:591-592 
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Helu 235 D — Kuahili 
Royal Patent 966 – 4:591-592 (continued) 
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Helu 2356 — Kekoanui 
Native Register 3:464 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helu 2356 — Kekoanui 
Foreign Testimony 11:118 
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Helu 2356 — Kekoanui 
Foreign Testimony 11:183-184 
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Helu 2356 — Kekoanui 
Mahele Award Book 2:1011 
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Helu 2356 — Kekoanui 
Royal Patent 949 – 4:557-558 
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Helu 2356 — Kekoanui 
Royal Patent 949 – 4:557-558 (continued) 
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Helu 2591 — Puhau 
Native Register 3:568-569 
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Helu 2591 — Puhau 
Foreign Testimony 11:124 
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Helu 2591 — Puhau 
Foreign Testimony 11:189-190 
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Helu 2591 — Puhau 
Foreign Testimony 11:189-190 (continued) 
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Helu 2591 — Puhau 
Mahele Award Book 2:1013 
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Helu 2591 — Puhau 
Royal Patent 947 – 4:553-554 
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Helu 2591 — Puhau 
Royal Patent 947 – 4:553-554 
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Helu 2635 — Kahunanui 
Native Register 3:576 
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Helu 2635 — Kahunanui 
Foreign Testimony 11:159-160 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Selected Helu Kuleana from Waimānalo, O‘ahu  Kumu Pono Associates 
(Mauka Lands – Waikupunaha Section) 43  OaWai84-092003 



Helu 2635 — Kahunanui 
Foreign Testimony 11:227 
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Helu 2635 — Kahunanui 
Mahele Award Book 2:1017 
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Helu 2635 — Kahunanui 
Royal Patent 3622 – 16:3-4 
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Helu 2635 — Kahunanui 
Royal Patent 3622 – 16:3-4 (continued) 
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Helu 2643 — Maaha 
Native Register 3:578  
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Helu 2643 — Maaha 
Foreign Testimony 11:123 
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Helu 2643 — Maaha 
Foreign Testimony 11:201  
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Helu 2643 — Maaha 
Mahele Award Book 2:1077 
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Helu 2643 — Maaha 
Royal Patent 933 – 4:525-526 
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Helu 2643 — Maaha 
Royal Patent 933 – 4:525-526 
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Helu 2645 — Paumano 
Native Register 3:579 
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Helu 2645 — Paumano 
Foreign Testimony 11:160 
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Helu 2645 — Paumano 
Foreign Testimony 11:228 
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Helu 2645 — Paumano 
Mahele Award Book 2:1105 
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Helu 2645 — Paumano 
Royal Patent 3621 – 16:1-2 
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Helu 2645 — Paumano 
Royal Patent 3621 – 16:1-2 (continued) 
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Helu 3207 — Ihu 
Native Register 4:121 
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Helu 3207 — Ihu 
Foreign Testimony 11:154  
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Foreign Testimony 11:221 
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Mahele Award Book 2:1041 
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Royal Patent 956 – 4:571-572 
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Helu 3207 — Ihu 
Royal Patent 956 – 4:571-572 (continued) 
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Helu 3265 — Lauheaiku 
Native Register 4:123-124 
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Foreign Testimony 11:159  
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Helu 3265 — Lauheaiku 
Foreign Testimony 11:226-227  
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Helu 3265 — Lauheaiku 
Mahele Award Book 2:1075 
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Native Register 4:141 
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Helu 3575 — Kalauao 
Foreign Testimony 11:147  
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